
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OTP/From One to Another - Open Call for Fabrica/Brighton Festival 
2020 exhibition and off-site commission 

 
 
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
We are seeking expressions of interest for an artist commission split across two sites in the 
city of Brighton & Hove. The sites are: Fabrica gallery, located in the city centre and at a 
suitable outdoor site space in Moulsecoomb, Brighton & Hove, yet to be confirmed.  
 
This commission provides the opportunity for an artist to work with experienced 
commissioners Fabrica and Brighton Festival 2020 on a temporary project that seeks to 
engage audiences at one site and entice them to the other site.  
 
In devising this opportunity, we are seeking to positively work with several issues and 
opportunities:  
 
There is considerably less cultural provision for Moulsecoomb residents than in the 
city centre. This commission brief has been developed with the involvement of various 
community groups of residents living in Moulsecoomb. The themes, criteria and suggested 
sites reflect these residents’ ideas, interests and their desire for particular sorts of cultural 
development in their area. Most of the city’s cultural provision is in the city centre, but the 
cost of travelling to the city centre is prohibitively expensive for many adults under 65 years 
and young families living on a low income. Walking to the centre is a possibility for some but 
this is not perceived as an attractive alternative as much of it involves walking beside a busy 
road.  
 
The attractiveness of Moulsecoomb is that it’s a hidden gem due to few people from 
other areas of Brighton & Hove visiting the area for recreation. By devising one 
commission across two sites we are seeking to disrupt this current pattern of behaviour, 
encouraging city centre arts audiences and Moulsecoomb residents to travel to explore the 
two parts of the art work. The commission builds upon and diversifies the Our Place 
initiative, developed by Brighton Festival since 2016. 
 
Working within Brighton Festival 2020 and its themes of time we would like this 
commission to raise interest in and debate about how communities across the city connect. 
How do human beings share an experience that is similar but different? 
 
Brighton Festival 2020 is looking at time in its broadest sense: deep time, slow time, climate 
time, waste of time, killing time, passing time, saving time, the first time, the last time, real 
time, running out of time. Within the context of the climate emergency and concepts of ‘time 
running out’ for human culture and the natural environment as we currently know it, the 
Festival is asking how are we preparing for our inevitable and very different future? Are our 
communities cohesive and resilient enough to weather the changes we will need to go 
through?  

https://www.fabrica.org.uk/
https://brightonfestival.org/


 
 
 
 
WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
 
We are seeking expressions of interest from artists, designers and/or makers who have a 
track record of working at scale and responding to site and ideally in responding to 
communities. 
 
Conceptually the art work must be powerful enough to ‘connect’ two separate and very 
different locations: Fabrica gallery and an outdoor location in Moulsecoomb. Both these 
locations are in the city of Brighton & Hove just a few miles apart. 
 
There must be a physical outcome at each site, ie a sculpture, time-based installation or 
functional construction, which must be durable for the period of its exhibition. This may 
incorporate a range of media.  
 
We are looking for proposals that can work with some of the positive attributes of each site, 
e.g. the natural environment, physical space, community spirit and/or heritage of 
Moulsecoomb. And the historic, architectural and/or wider cultural connections of Fabrica’s 
building (Holy Trinity Church). Also that link with the themes of the 2020 Brighton Festival. 
 
We will favour expressions of interest that are experimental, interactive, reflect current 
thinking in arts practice, and that show a clear understanding of audiences.  
 
Expressions of interest should: 

 
 Make a clear point of connection with the concept set out above. 
 Outline past works that have been undertaken that are relevant to the concept and 

outline any further research that would need to be done. 
 Describe how audiences could access and engage with the core ideas of the piece. 
 Say whether the technical aspects of the proposed work are well tested or 

speculative, and the artist’s track record in this area of technology. 

 

BUDGET 
 
Breakdown (for two-site commission)  
 

Artists Fees  £5,500 

Artist Travel, Accommodation and Subsistence £5,500 
 

Materials £9,000 

Technical installation (fees, equipment and materials) £9,000 

 

TOTAL  £29,000 

 
 



 
 
TIMELINE AND PROCESS 

 
Mon 6 January 2020 - Deadline for Expression of Interest 
Tues 7 January 2020 – Shortlisting  
Tues 14 January 2020 – Interviews of shortlisted artists by Skype. Panel includes 
representatives from to Fabrica, Brighton Festival and the Moulsecoomb community 
End of January-March 2020 – research and production period 
 
Installation period: Fabrica - late March/early April, Moulsecoomb - late April 
 
Exhibition period: Fabrica - early April-end of May, Moulsecoomb - beginning of Brighton 
Festival (first weekend in May until early June). 
 
About the Commissioning Partnership 
 
Fabrica has a strong track record in presenting large-scale immersive works and providing a 
wide-ranging programme of discussions, events, film screenings and activities around the 
artist’s work. This provides the depth of engagement into an artist’s work that is rarely 
achieved outside of national arts institutions. Fabrica’s approach coupled with Brighton 
Festival’s thoughtful programming approach and enormous reach as England’s largest arts 
festival has, over the past decade, produced some remarkable encounters each May, in 
Brighton, for thousands of people. 
 
Fabrica is working with Trust for Developing Communities to support the commission with 
Moulsecoomb residents and the project builds upon the Our Place initiative, which has been 
developed by Brighton Festival since 2016, and which uses a co-produced programming 
model for the Festival performances it presents in the Hangleton and Knoll, and Whitehawk 
communities.   
 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Who Can Apply 

 
 Artists based in the UK, and European Union. 
 Artists who have been making work professionally for no less than two years and 

have a track record of producing large-scale installation and/or artworks for 
unconventional locations. 

 
Submitting an expression of interest 
 
Your expression of interest should include all of the following: 
 

 Your full name  

 Contact Details 

 Your full address, your phone number, your email address, your URL (or somewhere 
online that we can view your work) 

 Your statement 
 
Please write a short statement which: 

 Introduces yourself and your artistic practice 

https://www.trustdevcom.org.uk/
https://www.trustdevcom.org.uk/what-we-do/community-development/moulsecoombandbevendean/
https://brightonfestival.org/about/our_place/


 Outlines your idea for the commission, and how you would approach it 
 Outlines any areas or research or personal and/or professional experience that have 

been undertaken in relation to the concept, and outline any further research that 
would need to be done. 

 Outlines how audiences might access/engage with the core ideas of the piece. 
 Outlines the technical aspects of the proposed work and your competencies in this 

area. 

 
N.B. Your submission should be no longer than 1000 words in total and should be sent as a 
PDF document.  
 
Send it by email to: office@fabrica.org.uk with: 

 a two-page CV 
 a link to a website, or downloadable file, which contains documentation of your 

previous work. 
 a completed equal opportunities monitoring form 

 

Deadline: Monday 6 January 2020 
 


